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Madam C.J. Walker is a luminous figure for African- Americans to pursue entrepreneurship and 

philanthropy. Her undefeatable nature did not allow her to set back from a spring to reach greater goals 

by the challenges she faced. Instead, she managed to turn the challenges to opportunities. 

Madam C.J. Walker’s career path inspires many African-Americans by showing entrepreneurship does 

not necessarily need to be pursued only when opportunities are offered, women can be an active 

participants in business and giving back to our community is part of the success that comes along with 

achieving our goals. 

Madam C.J.Walker’s   is not the exact reference of empowering. She did not have the tools to turn her 

life around. She is not from a rich family nor was she well educated. Life for her brought nothing but 

challenges working as a laundress, having hair lice and scalp problem was just the tip of the ice burg to 

start to mention the struggles she faces. But who knew she could turn a problem such as that in to a 

multimillion dollar idea? None off course, But Madam C.J. Walker, rather than searching for ideas to 

work with else where she started from the issue she needed to be solved from herself.  Therefore, no 

limits can be set on a person’s path if one is determined to deliminate them. 

Madam C.J.walker was a women working as a laundress as many other women of her generation were. 

They are an outcast from society and much was not expected to come out of them. But she surpassed 

every one opinion when she was able to beat the odds and established herself as independent, self-

sufficient women. She led the very first national meeting that marked the beginning of black American 

women discussing about issues like business and commerce. Unlike many who would use personal 

success to benefit only themselves, Madam C.J. Walker showed that engaging in community and giving 

back to our society was also part of the entrepreneurship philanthropy journey. She funded many 

donations that could help black Americans to back out of the limited opportunities they are offered. She 

actively participated in society that she used to participate in parades to organized forgetting black 

Americans voices heard. She is also known for supporting the anti-lynching movement by giving large 

amount of donations.  

All in all, Madam C.J. Walker was the gate opener for many who thought were not able to reach great 

height because of the limits that were set for them. Her legacy never fails to prove that challenges are 

things that we must overcome and use as our advantage. Women are not limited to being house 

managers but they can manage big business and become a voice of to the society .Helping out in our 

community is in reverse gaining satisfactions for ourselves by giving out the things we gained from it .As 

she says of there being no short cuts to success. Hard work should be combined with great intentions 

and good motives to become the best one can be.  


